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Tosa Heights - Past, Present and Future
By THNA President Andy Frahm 

When my wife Meri and I moved into our new neighborhood we didn’t know there was a Neighborhood Association 
here called Tosa Heights. Some friends in Wauwatosa told us about all the activities that they and their neighbors enjoyed 
because of a Neighborhood Association in their neighborhood. We wondered why there wasn’t one in our neighborhood.

Then one day a card with Halloween Trick or Treat times on it was left on our door and it said Tosa Heights Neighborhood 
Association on the back. So I called the number on the card and got Wendi Hall who told me that she and Tricia Chartier 
were trying to get the Neighborhood Association going. They both agreed to come over and talk to me about it and I 
learned that their wasn’t really an association any longer. The people behind starting the association had moved out of the 
neighborhood several years earlier. We felt that any effort it took would be worth it if we met two or three new friends in 
our neighborhood

So we worked with Wendy, Tricia and Ann Oberdorf initially to get the word out. Then CJ and Laura Dykstra, Patrick 
and Jenna McNally, Debbie Scherrer and Denise Scherrer got involved. Ann started her walking club and Julie Kromm 
and Kay Gross came up with the idea to have an Ice Cream Social on the Triangle. We met Andi and Brian Espinosa and 
learned that their house is the local CSA Farm Share dropoff point. Eventually we voted in a board and we became the  
Tosa Heights Neighborhood Association again.

As time has moved on we’ve met more and more wonderful people, and have seen their families enjoying THNA events. 
I’d love to name everyone I’ve met and tell you about each one of their great qualities, but we can’t afford an extra page in 
the newsletter just yet. Obviously, we’ve met way more than two or three new friends.

That doesn’t mean we’re out of the woods if we want the association to continue. We lost a few members from our first 
year, but got some new faces as well. Currently we’re at 37 members and hoping that with the all the things we’ve got 
planned that we’ll see those numbers increase.

This year we’ve got a Rummage Sale on May 25th and 26th, a Brewer Game and Tailgate on July 1st, our Ice Cream Social 
on July 15th and an an Annual Picnic planned on September 15th. Part of keeping interest in Neighborhood Associations 
going falls to small groups. The Walking Club starts it’s third season on April 28th and the TGIFs on the last Friday of 
every month have been very successful as well. We’re hoping to start a Movie Club and a Beer Club this year. Check out the 
tosaheights.com calender and make note of the events you’d like to attend.

At the end of November we hope to be electing our new board. Get involved, it really is fun and YOU might meet two 
or three new friends in your neighborhood.

The Tosa Heights Neighborhood Association has lots of fun events coming up this year! Make sure to 
mark your calendars for the following dates:

April 27th: TGIF at the Sterns (see website for details or call 414-640-8483)
May 25th: TGIF at the Oberdorfs (see website for details or call 414-640-8483)
May 25th & 26th: Neighborhood Rummage Sale (see inside for details), 9am-4pm
Sunday July 1st: Brewer’s Game Tailgate Outing, 11:00am
Sunday July 15th: Ice Cream Social, 6:30-7:30pm at the Triangle
Saturday September 15th: Neighborhood Cookout, 11:30am-4:00pm

 Don’t Miss These Fun Upcoming Events with Tosa Heights!
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Spring 2012 Rummage Sale -
FREE for THNA Members!

Start cleaning out your closets, garages and basements! 
The Tosa Heights Neighborhood Association is planning 
our second neighborhood-wide rummage sale. 

Free to THNA members and only $5 for non-members, 
residents of Tosa Heights will receive balloons to place on 
your mailbox or garage, signifying that you are a participating 
house. Advertising will be placed in local media, and a map 
showing the location of all participants will be handed out to 
rummagers. Please RSVP by May 18th to Debby Scherrer at 
414-861-3656 or email dscherrer@gmail.com. Remember, 
one person’s junk is another person’s rummaging treasure!

THNA Recipe Corner: 
Baked Oatmeal

By Tricia Chartier
2 cups quick-cooking oats
1/3 cup brown sugar
1 1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. cinnamon 
1/2 tsp. salt
1 cup fat-free Milk
2 eggs
2 tbsp canola oil

Yogurt and Fruit optional

In a large bowl, combine the oats, brown sugar, baking 
powder, cinnamon and salt.  In a separate bowl, combine 
the milk, egg, and oil; add to the dry ingredients and stir 
until blended. Let stand for 5 minutes.

Transfer to 8-in. square baking dish coated with cooking 
spray. Bake uncovered at 350 degrees for 30 – 35 minutes or 
until a knife inserted near the center comes out clean.  

Serve with yogurt and fruit if desired. (I like vanilla yogurt 
from Aldi’s.)

Monthly TGIF Hosts Needed!
On the last Friday of each month, you can find a fun group 

of Tosa Heights residents at our TGIF casual get-togethers. The 
host simply has to open their doors and neighbors bring their 
own drinks and an appetizer to share, making it easy and fun for 
everyone! Thanks to the Espinosas, Jensens, Chartiers and Frahms 
for hosting the last several months. 

We need more hosts for 2012 (June - November), so if you’re 
interested please contact Andy Frahm at 262-894-0155 or email   
info@tosaheights.com.

Watch your email inbox or check out our website for the 
upcoming events at the Sterns on April 27th and the Oberdorfs 
on May 25th. 

THNA Local Home Sales
Interested in what homes in our neighborhood are selling for? Local realtor Tricia Chartier of Coldwell Banker, has 

provided recent statistics for THNA home sales. (*F = Foreclosure):
Address:  Sale Price: Date Closed: Square Footage  BR/BA  Garage
9631 W. Grantosa $123,000*F 08/26/11      2158  5/3  2 Car Detached
9703 W. Grantosa $118,000 11/30/11      1161  3/1.5  2 Car Detached
9620 W. Palmetto $100,400 12/29/11      1470  3/1.5  1.5 Car Detached
4240 N 96th St. $142,500*F 01/20/12      2004  4/1.5  2 Car Attached
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Tosa Heights Neighborhood Association Board Members

President:  Andy Frahm

Vice President:  Patrick McNally

Treasurer:  CJ Dykstra

Secretary:  Yvonne Bleakly

Neighbors Need to Be Aware: 
What is “Skimming?”
By Denise Scherrer

Recently our family fell victim to credit card skimming.  
What is skimming? According to the Wauwatosa Police 
Department, skimming is when a device is placed on a gas 
pump, and the person or persons that placed it there wait 
until a credit card is used. Then they return and remove 
it and the card numbers are on the device. The gas station 
owner may or may not know that this is happening, so it 
is important to report the occurrence to the police so that 
they may follow up with them and gather all the necessary 
information. Unfortunately, there is no way to know when 
these are on a pump, so it’s recommended that you do not 
use your debit card at the pump. They can easily get your 
pin number this way, as well. After they have the numbers 
they need, they will usually start by making small purchases 
with the card. The purchases are usually online through 
Google. If the small purchases are not caught, they proceed 
to bigger purchases. If the bank notices irregular activity on 
your account, they will call, and hold the card until this can 
be discussed with a bank representative.  If the charges are 
proven to be fraudulent, the credit card is closed. Thanks 
to Landmark Credit Union, no fraudulent purchases were 
allowed to go through on our card.

Other suggestions offered by the Wauwatosa Police:

• Never stop at a station where there appear to be groups 
loitering around.  Drive on to another station.

• Lock car doors and take keys when filling up, especially 
if your gas cap is on the passenger side of the vehicle.  
While you are filling your tank someone can easily 
jump in your car and take your belongings.

• If paying inside, know how much money you take 
in the store with you. A new scam has recently been 
reported where someone knocks on your window after 
you are back in your car and says you have dropped 
some money.  When you open the window to take it, 
they force it open and rob you or worse.  

• Be careful and always be aware of your surroundings.

Read more about credit card skimming on the internet.  

Neighbors enjoy the Annual Triangle Picnic in September. 

Become a Fan on our Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/TosaHeights

Find us on Twitter: @TosaHeights
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Start a THNA Activity Club!
Are you a master gardner? Do you love books, games or 

other fun activities? Are you organized and love to meet new 
people? Start a THNA Club based on what you love! We are 
looking for members who would like to organize activity 
groups for other members and neighbors. Gardening, senior 
outings, dining, children’s play group - these are just of few 
of the activities members have expressed interest in. But we 
can’t do it without volunteers to help coordinate meetings 
and outings. Put your knowledge and talents to work and 
meet great people right in your neighborhood with the same 
interests! Contact Meri Frahm at 414-640-8483 or info@
tosaheights.com if you’re ready to help!

Help! Be a Block Ambassador!
We need help! Block Ambassadors are needed for several 

blocks in the Tosa Heights neighborhood. 

A Block Ambassador is responsible for handing out 
newsletters to homes on their assigned block three times a 
year. Please visit our web site at www.tosaheights.com and 
click on the “Block Ambassadors” link to see an map of all 
blocks where volunteers are needed. Email info@tosaheights.
com or call Andy Frahm at 262-894-0155 to volunteer. It’s 
an easy, fun way to help out the neighborhood association!

Advertisers Needed!
The THNA needs newsletter advertisers! We are 

currently looking for businesses, local groups and others 
to advertise in our upcoming newsletters and on our web 
site. THNA issues three printed newsletters per year. 
For a very reasonable price, get your ad in front of over 
500 local households and on our web site! Advertising 
helps defray newsletter printing costs and support other 
THNA activities. For more information or to download 
an Advertising Contract/Rate Card, visit our web site at 
www.tosaheights.com or contact Meri Frahm at 
414-640-8483 or email info@tosaheights.com. Beer Club members enjoy a historic pub crawl in February.


